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Environmental Review


School: 
Aldenham School

Date of Review:
12th October 2012

Carried out by: 
The Aldenham School EcoCommittee Students
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	1
	Is there someone in your school who has special responsibility for monitoring the consumption of energy (electricity, heating etc.) in the school?
	
YES


	
	
If there is, who is it?
	Mr Fraser – the Bursar

	2
	Are the energy meters (e.g. electricity meters) easily visible to pupils?
	
Meters are in restricted areas not easily visible to students

	3
	Has your school taken any of the following low-cost steps to reduce heat loss through windows?
	

	
	
Draught excluding strips
	YES
 Could do better

	
	
Solar reflecting film
	NO

	
	
Responsible class window monitors
	NO

	4
	Do the school windows have double glazing, triple glazing or energy-saving glass?
	YES

	
	
If YES, then in how many rooms? (If All Write ALL)
	Less than 50% - further developments are planned 


	5
	Are any external (outside) doors self-closing?
	YES


	
	
If YES, then how many doors are self-closing? (If All Write ALL)
	The majority are.

	6
	Are low-energy light bulbs and fluorescent tubes used in school? 
	YES

	
	
If NO, then in how many rooms? (If All Write ALL)
	All

	7
	Does each classroom have its own heating thermostat?
	NO

	
	
If NO, then how many rooms have a thermostat? (If None Write NONE)
	A number of rooms have thermostatic radiator valves

	8
	Are lights and electrical items turned off when not in use?
	

	
	
 No

	9
	Does the school have any of the following sources of renewable energy?
	

	
	
Solar Panels
	

	
	

	

	Any Further Comments on Energy:

	A number of school buildings do not have draft excluders on doors – drafts in boarding houses are a problem.
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	1
	How serious is the problem of rubbish/litter in the school grounds?
	

	
	
	

	
	
Not too bad, but could be improved
	


	
	
	


	2
	Does your school have a clear anti-litter policy?
	
YES


	3
	Are there litter bins inside the school buildings?
	
YES – none in corridors –not allowable in many corridors because of fire regulations

	

	
	
How many are about half full?
	Most

	

	4
	Are there any areas inside the school buildings that are littered where there are no bins?
	
YES
- corridors

	5
	Are there enough litter bins in the school’s grounds?
	
NO – areas including Top Field, P.E. Dept and Sports Hall do not have readily available bins

	

	

	

	6
	Are there any areas in the school grounds that are littered where there are no bins?
	
YES – See above

	6
	Are the bins generally
	

	
	
Big Enough?
	
YES

	
	
Correct Design (holding in letter in windy conditions)?
	
YES

	
	
Clean
	
YES

	Any Further Comments on Litter

	Chewing gum is a problem on site
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	1
	Does the school carefully control the use of resources such as paper, pencils, ink cartridges, pens, envelopes etc?

	

	
	
No, there seems to be little control May be a pupil perception but not correct.

	


	2
	Does the school buy stationery products (paper, pencils, pens etc.) made from recycled content?
	

	
	

Sometimes

	3
	Are hand towels and other disposable paper products purchased with recycled content?
	

	
	
Yes


	4
	Does the school recycle any of the following items of school waste?
	

	
	Paper- Yes in some areas

	
	
Cardboard – in some areas

Vending Machine Cups



	
	

	5
	What proportion of school food waste is composted?
	

	
	
None  -Not correct. Food waste from Catering goes into separate bins for collection

	6
	Do you run any other recycling schemes to raise money for the school and / or involve the local community, e.g. mobile phones, jumble sales?
	
NO

	7
	Does the school encourage reuse of materials, e.g. water bottles?
	
NO

	8
	Does the school have any policies to reduce waste?
	Yes but could expand on these

	Any Further Comments on Waste / Recycling

	Inkjet cartridge recycling is a possibility. Already done
Students feel that food waste should be composted Taken away for composting – not done on site for vermin reasons
Waste management and proper litter disposal needs to be advertised
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	1
	Is there a water meter to record water use in school?
	
YES

	2
	Is the meter easily visible to pupils?
	
NO but readings can be taken and recorded for them

	3
	Are pupils involved in taking and displaying readings?
	NO but this is something we can seek permission for

	4
	Are the toilets designed to reduce water loss e.g. low-volume flush, flush on demand urinals etc.?
	
YES – very few, certainly the 6th Form Centre and Drama
Quite a few - In all new developments and whenever cisterns upgraded or replaced
Water management systems on all urinals

	
	
	

	5
	Are hand-basin taps of the push-on or self-stopping type?
	YES Not that many 

	
	
If yes, then how many (If all Write ALL)
	

	6
	Are taps left running?
	

	
	

Sometimes Too often

	7
	Are dripping taps and other leaks fixed quickly?
	NO

	
	If NO, then approximately how long do repairs take?
	

	
	

More than 7 Days

	8
	How often does the school run water-saving campaigns?
	

	
	

Never

	Any Further Comments on Water

	Students are considering ways to reduce water wastage in toilets (Hippos) 
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	1
	Do you monitor how pupils travel to school?
	YES
- Most students come by school bus and this is logged and registered Maximum number using coaches is 317 of 565 in Senior School or 700+ in whole School

	
	If Yes, how many pupils use the following transport to or from school – note total count of pupils
	

	
	
Walk:
____________
Bus:
55% of Senior
Cycle:
____________

	
	
Share taxi:
____________
Share a car
5%??                   Car single passenger
15%??

	
	
Has this data been mapped?
	
NO

	2
	Does the school have dry and secure cycle storage? 
	
NO – this does not apply to our school, cycling in would be too dangerous for students and they live too far away.

	
	

	


	3
	Does the school offer cycle instruction?
	
YES – In the prep school

	
	

	Again – largely does not apply here because of our location

	
	

	

	4
	Does the school have a network of ‘safe routes’ to walk or cycle?
	NO – location makes this impossible

	5
	Does the school have any of the following:
	

	
	
Walking Bus Scheme?:
NO
           Cycle Train: NO

	
	
Park & Ride?:
NO


	6
	Does the school organise regular ‘walk to school’ or ‘cycle to school’ events?
	
N/A

	7
	Do any of the school transport vehicles (buses, taxis etc.) run on alternative fuels such as electricity, land-fill gas or vegetable-derived oils?
	
NO other than Electric buggies in Maintenance

	8
	Does the school have a school travel plan?
	
NO

	9
	Does the school have a pedestrian and cycle entrance that is separate from vehicle access?
	
NO

	Any Further Comments on Transport

	Our location makes alternative travel to school difficult and unsafe for students. Many live too far from school to make these ideas viable regardless.
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	1
	Does the school provide and promote healthier food at break times and lunchtimes?
	YES
- to a degree. This could be improved on.The School does provise and promote healthy eating

	2
	Does the school include education on healthier eating and basic food safety practice in the taught curriculum?
	YES
- this is covered in Biology and Life Skills

	3
	Is there a system for monitoring whether children eat a balanced lunchtime diet over the week?
	NO – this is an issue that needs addressing

	4
	Does the school have drinking water easily available throughout the day?
	YES

	5
	Does the school offer all pupils a minimum of 2 hours physical activity a week within and outside the National Curriculum?
	YES

	6
	Does the school have a no-smoking policy for staff?
	YES

	
	
If Yes, is this followed by all staff including carers, parents and staff?
	YES - mostly

	7
	Can classroom and other windows be opened to improve ventilation?
	YES – this is still problematic in some classrooms

	8
	Are there green plants growing in pots in any classrooms?
	YES

	
	
If Yes, in which classrooms? (If all Write ALL)
	Very few classrooms 

	9
	Which of the following are commonly used by teachers? 
	

	
	

Water Based Markers              
Interactive Whiteboard

	
	



	10
	Does the school use environmentally friendly cleaning products?
	
YES - often
 

	11
	Do the school toilets have: 
	


	
	
Locks:
YES
Toilet Paper:
YES
Sanitary Disposal Facilities:
YES

	
	
Hot Water:
YES
Paper Towels: YES
               Sanitary Product Dispensers:
NO

	Any Further Comments on Healthy Living

	Breakfast and dessert choices available as well as tuck shop food needs rethinking May be helpful if those making these comments volunteer to come onto the Dining Hall Committee
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	1
	Do the school grounds staff use chemical pesticides and herbicides?
	

	
	

Occasionally

	2
	Does the school have any plants in containers, pots or beds in the school grounds?
	

	
	
Yes Lots

	3
	Does the school have a wildlife, or conservation area?
	
YES – outside Chapel + lots of land left fallow


	
	
If Yes, is the area protected by fences or school rules, or both?
	
YES


	4
	Does the School have any of the following 
	

	
	
Bat Boxes:
Yes
Bird Boxes:
Yes
Log Piles for Invertebrates:
NO

	
	
Bird Feeders:
Few
Bird Baths:
NO
Woodland Areas:
YES

	
	
Squirrel Feeders:
NO
Pond:
YES
Butterfly Friendly Plants:
YES

	
	
Species Record:
NO


	
	
If any of the above are ticked Yes, are pupils involved in looking after them ?
	

NO

	5
	Does the school have links with any local or national environmental organisations?
	
YES – these are in progress through the EcoCommittee

	
	
If Yes, then with Whom? (List)
Local businesses
	

	Any Further Comments on Biodiversity

	We also have Bee Keeping facilities
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	1
	What proportion (percentage) of the school’s grounds are?
	

	
	
Grass Playing Field / Short Grass:
Over 40%
Long Grass
5

	
	
Conservation or Wildlife Area:
65%??
Woodland:
10??

	
	
Tarmac / Path / Roads
10%
Seating Areas:
1

	
	
Flower / Vegetable Beds:
5%
Activity Play Area:
2

	
	



	2
	What proportion (percentage) of the school’s boundaries are?
	

	
	
Hedges & Trees:
___Lots____
Wire or Railing
_Some – brick also    Open
_Some _

	3
	Does the school recycle garden or fruit/vegetable waste in a composter or wormery?
	

	
	
Yes – The garden crew do this regularly. Brookwoods use food waste bins which are removed for recycling 

	
	


	4
	Do you ever hold lessons or part of lessons outside?
	
YES Rarely for academic subjects, often for sport Need to make clear answering only for Senior School as part of Pre Prep curriculum

	5
	Have pupils looked into the heritage of the school grounds?
	NO

	Any Further Comments on School Grounds

	We have excellent grounds, huge amounts of space and the grounds are very well kept.
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	1
	Do pupils consider how actions taken within the school affect people and the environment locally and globally?
	
YES – local issues are discussed in science on occasion

	
	

	


	2
	Of the Eco-Schools topics that you may have looked at in the past, have you explored how these issues might be approached in other parts of the world?
	
YES – these have been considered in Curious Science club and in Science. More could be done here however

	
	


	3
	Are the opportunities for considering global environmental issues maximised through the curriculum?
	AT TIMES

	
	Has the school made use of materials from other organisations to help with this topic?
	NO

	4
	Have the pupils considered other issues, such as
	

	
	
Human Rights and Ethics
	
YES – During Life Skills

	
	
Fair Trade
	
YES - Occasionally

	
	
Conflict resolution
	NO

	Any Further Comments on Global Perspective

	


	PUPIL PARTICIPATION


	1
	Do any of the issues considered in this environmental review feature in school assemblies?
	
YES

	
	
If so then list those in the last term, detailing the topic covered
Litter has been addressed in assemblies, as have conservation and cultural issues associated with the Malawi trip.
More could be done here.
	

	2
	Are special environment-related lessons or visits undertaken by classes or groups e.g. paper making, visits to environmental venues etc?
	YES

	
	
If so then list those in the last term, detailing the topic covered

Conservation through London Zoo trip
Biodiversity – Butterfly garden and London Zoo trip

Setting up the EcoGarden

Discussion of various ecology issues in Biology

Ecology field trip with Year 12 and 13 Biologists
	

	3
	Are pupils involved with local waste/recycling/conservation etc. projects outside school time or via links with schools abroad etc ?
	NO

	
	
If yes then list some examples

We do run a recycling activity that is now associated with the EcoCommittee
	


	COMMENTS / NOTES FOR ACTION


On completion of the Environmental Review fill in the following boxes with any comments relating to each topic and list possible actions that could be taken.  Some of these actions can then be used in your Action Plan

	Energy



	Litter



	Waste Minimisation / Recycling



	Water



	Transport




	Healthy Living



	Biodiversity



	School Grounds



	Global Perspectives 



	Pupil Participation
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